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The Rirratjingu

Aboriginal Corporation
(RAC) sits among the

most successful Aboriginal
corporations in Australia.

Made famous through their
leadership in securing recognition

of Aboriginal land rights and the
famous Bark Petitions, along with
their numerous acclaimed musicians
and public identities, the Rirratjingu
today are forging additional pathways
through commercial success.

Today, this success is showcased
through several commercial
subsidiaries, each contributing as
an economic driver for North-East
Arnhem Land and each playing

a strategic role in delivering

a sustainable business model

in support to the wellbeing of
Rirratjingu people today - and

the generations to follow.

The Rirratjingu Aboriginal
Corporation is “open for business”,
operating through their numerous
commercial subsidiaries.

If you have ever switched on a
light, charged your phone or driven
a vehicle on the Territory’s Gove
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Peninsula, then you have been a
customer of Rirratjingu Fuel Pty Ltd.

The company has become an
extraordinary role model for
Indigenous businesses throughout
Australia by demonstrating that
Indigenous corporations can be
significant players in the commercial
world with global competitors,

including Exxon Mobil, Caltex and BP.

Rirratjingu Fuel supplies diesel to

the Gove Peninsula for electricity
generation. It also sells directly to
third-party fuel consumers in bulk,
including Laynhapuy Homelands
Aboriginal Corporation, who use

this diesel fuel for the needs of
remote communities and homelands
throughout North-East Arnhem Land.

In 2008, RAC founded Rirratjingu
Mining Pty Ltd. Based just outside
the Nhulunbuy township, Rirratjingu
Mining was established to increase
Indigenous employment and deliver
commercial returns. This subsidiary
operates today as a successful blue
metal quarry. The company has a
contract with Rio Tinto to quarry
and crush blue metal rock, which is
used in on-Country rehabilitation,
building roads, embankments

and various concrete products.

Recent years have witnessed

a growing customer base for
quarry product. Today, Rirratjingu
Mining is a major supplier of raw
materials, including blue metal
rock, sand and gravel across
North-East Arnhem Land.

Further investment in recent years
has expanded operations and
positioned the business to capitalise
on the numerous infrastructure
projects under consideration

across the region, such as

projected housing and community
projects, and the upgrading of

the Carpentaria Highway.

Through their Rirratjingu property
investment vehicle, Rirratjingu
Investments Pty Ltd, the corporation
continues to demonstrate a clear
commitment to the long-term success
of the region through significant
infrastructure investments.

With housing considered an essential
enabler for the economy of the
region, Rirratjingu Investments

has a crucial role to play during the
post-mining economic transition.

As a wholly owned subsidiary,
Rirratjingu Investments plays
a leadership role in generating




sustainable economic growth with
a focus on community housing
and commercial infrastructure.

RAC’s multi-million-dollar Malpi
residential estate, and their
recently completed Rirratjingu
Business Centre and Yanawal
accommodation units, are
testimony to their commercial
capacity, forward thinking and
commitment to the region.

Rirratjingu Property Management
and Maintenance Services Pty
Ltd is a 100 percent-owned RAC
subsidiary, with the primary
purpose to provide housing and
general maintenance services.

This business arm, while being

a commercial operation, has a
key focus of providing a training
environment and employment
pathway for local Yolngu.

With major contracts, including the
Northern Territory Government’s
public housing in Yirrkala, this
subsidiary has proven to be the
perfect business vehicle to drive
RAC’s Indigenous employment
and training operations.

Today, their full and part-time
works team undertake a variety
of projects, including:

- Chainsaw operation and
environmental management

- Truck and heavy
machinery operations
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- Carpentry and associated
housing maintenance (130
properties in Yirrkala)

- Weed eradication in the
community for all stakeholders

Rirratjingu Enterprises Pty Ltd
was established in 2020 to service
the needs of Rio Tinto and other
commercial businesses in the
region. The company is a 100
percent-owned RAC subsidiary.

Rirratjingu Enterprises’ principal
contract is the provision of hydro
mulching and irrigation services

as part of the Rio Tinto mining
rehabilitation strategy. The company
has also established a growing
haulage contracting service to
various businesses within the region.

Rirratjingu Project Management Pty
Ltd was incorporated on the 6 March
2023 in partnership with Sitzler Pty
Ltd. As a majority shareholder, RAC
have been able to inject immediate
capacity and capability into their
construction arm. Sitzler brings to

Rirratjingu Project Management their

nationally recognised experience,
technical capability and reputation
to deliver on the largest of projects.

Rirratjingu Project Management’s
primary objective has been to
provide RAC with significantly
increased technical capacity,
access to required resources and
equipment, and a much stronger
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capital base to support major
housing infrastructure aspirations.

With the rapid growth of this
business, the company has recently
opened its own office within the
new Rirratjingu Business Centre

to service its operating needs.
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A TRIBUTE
TO 55,000 YEARS

As a traditional owner of
land on the Gove Peninsula,
the Rirratjingu people

have a deep and sacred
connection to Country, with
their fathers’ custodians of
the land since time began,
some 55,000 years ago.

Their recorded history is but a
fraction of time, but sufficient to
provide evidence of the numerous
notable Rirratjingu people who have
made significant contributions to
community, the arts, and the broader
Australian society.

The Rirratjingu clan has produced

a remarkable array of individuals
who have excelled in various fields,
from music and art, to education and
community leadership.

The contributions of Rirratjingu
people have not only enriched
Yolngu culture but have also brought
greater awareness and appreciation
of Indigenous Australian heritage

to a global audience. Through their
talents and dedication, these notable
Rirratjingu people continue to inspire
and uplift their community, ensuring
that their cultural legacy endures for
future generations.

The Rirratjingu leaders today inherit
these responsibilities. They remain
custodians of ancient stories, songs
and ceremonies that have been
passed down through generations

Bakamumu Marika (AM),
RAC Patron

(past Chairman 1984-2021)

Our growing investment and
commercial interests are
outcomes I feel our forefathers
would be proud to acknowledge...

We have never been more

focused on leveraging our
growing capacity to achieve
commercial, social, and cultural
outcomes. Strong governance
has given our members and

stakeholders comfort that our
Corporation is someone they
aspire to do business with.

Wanyubi Marika, RAC Chairman 2025

Rirratjingu Aboriginal Corporation has one overarching purpose - to
empower the Yolngu culture and our members every day. Our successful
commercial activities are vital to ensuring the Rirratjingu community

is financially self-sufficient and positioned to deliver social and cultural
benefits to our people and the region.

Our commercial foundations are sound, well managed and carefully
governed. As a board, our RAC directors and special advisors, are
committed to continuing the commercial journey. Opportunities like
tourism, major housing and commercial infrastructure projects and other
employment creation initiatives will continue to drive our commercial
focus into the future.
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